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Discovering an auditorium is always an intense experience. Even abandoned, this kind of place still
retains a certain majesty, a haunting moment of silence after the last show.
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| like the composition of this photograph. Everything is in place. The walls, the ceiling and the floor form the

frame. The wood floors in the foreground seem to drag us in. The lights are hanging by a thread, waiting
for the picture to collapse with them. The Olympic rings are a tribute to the past.
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These sumptuous columns are those of a cement factory | They reflect an era when buildings, even the

most industrial, were built to stand the test of time. At the site | had the impression of being transported
intfo a baroque film set.
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| smile when | think of it. Entering a prison, even an abandoned one, is a difficult exercise. It's not the first

thing that comes to mind, but the passive defences of this kind of building are still effective, even after
sO much time.
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Somewhere near you there are peculiar sites like this storehouse destined to stock North African wines.
Transported via barge, the bottles eventually made their way to the Paris region.
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Time froze in this endless corridor. The clock even stopped : eleven ; was that a year ago ? Five years
ago ? Twenty years ago ? Where was | when the clock ticked for the last time ?
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It was a very cold and wet day in November, which explains why | was so eagerly awaiting the end of

the shoot. Now that | look at this picture out of context, | forget everything and only see how beautiful it
is, and how the colors seem to blend.
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Captions

7/3— "Toyo" BEAR— T HEaR R—>7 L—> BEsRits B4 20094 16. "Blue reflection” EEAELE T #H =/ />4 77 A1) 73 20094

“Toyo™ - Bowling complex, bowling alley, Kanto, Japan - 2009 “Blue reflection” - Fisher Body car factory, platform, Michigan, USA - 2009
P3. "Palace’ BREIEE FBZE 1>/ 7 77N 77 A1) 73 20094 17.'UTurn" 70w v—R 7o —8EE T 5 BEERLERT =AM 7741) 1 20094
‘Palace” - Movie theater, auditorium, Indiana, USA - 2009 ‘U Tum” - Fisher Body car factory, platform, Michigan, USA - 2009
4. "Moskau" BRIBIEE 38 75> 7 > 7ILI N KA 20106 19."Coruscant” 74 VHBRE A A VR—IV A —r=/ )LV TA4— N 7522 2010F
"Moskau” - Movie theater, auditorium, Brandenburg, Germany - 2010 “Coruscant” - Wine warehouse, main hall, Haute-Normandie, France - 2010
5. ‘Limmaginario" B REERH B ETE T 42177 20106 20. "Fondale” fili#t T35 FErT 0>/ LT 77 2177 20104
Limmaginario” - Hospital complex, theater, Piedmont, ltaly - 2010 ‘Fondale” - Textile factory, power station, Lombardy, ltaly - 2010 “T DR (1976 4 RS E D EES
7. "Basketball' BRI VLT 5T TV K1Y 20105 21."Shijo #2" RV T L v A BBER #HEE B4 20094 HHOREECHEBEINCE/VEE BREND AN E/EmET D,
‘Basketball” - Military base, gymnasium, Brandenburg, Germany - 2010 “Shijo #2" - Mining complex, coridor, Akita, Japan - 2009 EHRFERETFRRL. B0 YBELEBEOBREORICOEISE,
8. "Baumwolle’ & TI8 BFr 75> 7> LM oY 20104 23 “Eleven" Bk BERHEEE 25— 714 20104 Thomas Jorion (bom 1976, lives in Pgris) photographs urban ruins.ond condemned builglings, gooces fhof
“Baumwolle” - Textile factory, corgo orea, Brondenburg, Germany - 2008 “Eleven” - Hospital complex, coridor, Tennessee, USA - 2010 no longer serve the purposes for which they were constructed. His work explores the built environment in a
' ' ' state of enfropy, inviting viewers to reflect on the relationshio between the material and the temporal.
9. "Octo" 7w FU— @) RERE = BB >N 77417 20094 24 "Hikari" 7R 7)1 O E — SEHh75 B4 20094
‘Octo” - Woodward avenue presbyterian church, nave, Michigan, USA - 2009 “Hikar” - Hotel, lobby, Kinki, Jopan - 2009
11."Cisterna” £ 4> I35 TEmBES A2/ VLT« 77 M %177 20094 25."lsu’ R 20— ) — I SFEEe 75 B4 20094
“Cisterna” - Cement works, industrial park, Lombardy, ltaly - 2009 sy - Hotel, cloakroom, Kinki Japan - 2009 Special thanks to Masato Seto
12."Fontasia rosso” S#E TH57 1F215 O/ L7+ 77 A4 1)77 20094 27."Corridor” B RJEReHEaR WEE =1 — I+ —— M 77 A1 20074 Thanks to : Carine, Ryo, Airi Kimura, Shingo Ito, Kurt Coethert, Yves, Romain, Fetart, Piere Hivernat, Pierre de Beaucorps
‘Fantasia rosso” - Paper factory, workshop, Lombardly, ltaly - 2010 “Corridor” - Hospital complex, coridor, New Jersey, USA - 2007

13.“Fontasia blu #1” B TH R0 5—2 O/ ULFA 7 2T 20104 Jspf”hefe ”T”jbf'f’; A S’r\%’ri Soene Thomas Blatt A Blat
‘Fantasia blu #1” - Paper factory, boiler room, Lombardy, taly - 2010 NGIish Transiarion = Aowar €lizman, colene Thomas-biar, Ar bia
T Website : http// thomasjorion.com/
15. Block D" BSER B 72— 774 1) 47 20104F e AR OMAsin
Contact : contact@thomasjorion.com

“Block D" - Prison, jail cells, Tennessee, USA - 2010
© Thomas Jorion / Printed in Japan -2011
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Map of Memories

These photographs are a tale of the passage of time from day to day,
and the ‘moment” where things suddenly seem to become different.
On a different vector than our society, which is advancing and moving
forward at a breckneck speed, here time is clearly at a standstill. Cr,
perhaps it isn't that time has stopped, but that it has been drawn out.

For one or another reason, time has been drawn out, but it is this
very floating time that is our collective memory. |t is this forgotten and
neglected time and space that draws Thomas's attention.  With his
camera and ‘map of memories” in hand, nestling close to this “moment’,
he records it for etemity.

Masato Seto
La cartographie de la mémoire

Les images relatent la juxtaposition de deux temps : celui qui sest
écoulé, mais surtout celui qui sest brusquement arnété dans les bati-
ments autrefois habités. Notre société avance sans se retoumner sur un
passé révolu, alors que ces lieux se sont figés & jamais.

Peut-étre n'est-ce pas le temps qui sest arété, mais au contraire qui
sest étiré si doucement qu'on le croirait cristallisé. Les raisons de cet
allongement temporel sont diverses et le temps qui flotte serait une
tfrace de notre mémoire collective.

Clest ce temps immobile et abandonné qui attire et passionne
Thomas. Avec son appareil photo il tend & imprimer cette étemité, &
se rapprocher au plus prés de cette cartographie de la mémoire.

Masato Seto
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